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[Theme of painting]
The Chanting Demon(in the possession of Otsu History Museum)

[About this painting]

This is a depiction of a frightening Japanese goblin dressed as a
human monk, as he walks while requesting offerings and chanting
Buddhist prayers. It is considered satire of the hypocrisy of only the
body going through the motions of virtue, despite having a heart
deplete of compassion. It is also said to be a charm to help stop
children from crying during the night.
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[Theme of painting]
Wisteria Maiden(in the possession of Otsu History Museum)

[About this painting]

This is a depiction of a woman wearing a traditional cap and carrying
wisteria branches. It became well-known as a good-luck charm in
bringing a good match for a romantic partner. The wisteria the woman
carries can be read to symbolize the fleeting beauty of a woman’ s
prime, as well as the wide spectrum of human emotions.
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Otsu—e (Otsu style paintings) are folk paintings that were sold in Otsu when it was a station
post on the old Tokaido road during the Edo Period. They became very popular as souvenirs
and charms among many travelers. These paintings depict humorous representations of gods,
goblins, people, animals, etc., and often include an implicit satirical or moral story.




